VII. NUMERALS 

3.28 Cardinals 

In Gondi the numerals upto seven are Dravidian 
and have gender distinction as to masculine and 
nonnmasculine. The forms are: 





Non-masculine 


Masculine 


1. 


undi: 


voro:r 


2. 


rang 


ivviir 


3. 


tnuind 


muvvisr 


4. 


na:lu:ii 


nailvhr 


5. 


siyyuin 


siyviir 


6. 


sa:ru:A 


sa:rvi:r 


7. 


e:ru\n 


e:rvi:r 



In the non-masculine numerals from four to seven, 
the suffix -w:/i occurs. This is related to the plural suffix 
~ri of the non-human nouns ending in a vowel (see 3.6.); 
the plural suffix has been added to these numerals 
presumably because of the syntactic rule in Gondi (see 
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6.20.) according to which the adjcctivals must agree with 
the noun which they qualify both in number and gender. 
The masculine suffix in the masculine forms is l-vi:r~—o:rf; 
-o:r occurs after the stem alternant vor- of numeral 
"one" and -vi:r in the remaining numerals. This suffix 
may be compared with the masculine plural suffix /-/:/•/ of 
nouns (2.4«) 

The Gondi numerals from eight onwards are 
borrowings from Marathi, 8. a:fh, 9. nav, 10. daha:, etc. 
These numerals take the classifier jhank when they qualify 
a masculine noun and jhaniik when they qualify a 
feminine noun. 

E.g. a:th jhank ma;su:r eight men 
daha: jhank kalli.r ten thieves 
athjhanhk veyloik eight women 

3.29. Ordinals 

All ordinals in Gondi are loan words from Marathi. 

1. pehle: first 

2. dusro: second 

3. tiisro: third, 
etc. etc. 
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